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Quirinal, Palatine, Capitoline, and perhaps others of the hills, which rise upon the left bank of the Tiber, and are, in fact, spurs of the eastern boundary wall of the deep valley which the Tiber has cut through this volcanic plateau of the Oampagna.
The inhabitants of these villages lived in round huts, built of stakes, wattles, and thatch, with high pitched roofs, provided with a hole, at or near the top, to let out the smoke, the likenesses of which are preserved, not only in the very ancient urns of baked clay for holding the ashes of the dead, which are to be seen in the Museums of Rome, but in the huts of the shepherds of the Oampagna at the present day. Each hut belonged to a family. It had a hearth on which the household fire had burned, generation after generation, before the images of the tutelary gods, representing the ancestors to whom the family traced its origin and on the continuance of whose protection'the welfare of the family was believed to depend.
In all probability there was in each village a special hut, with its constant fire on the hearth, dedicated to the real or imaginary ancestors of all the families which composed it. And, when the various, previously independent villages confederated to form the community or city of Rome, they seem, in like manner, to have set apart a hut, built on the common ground between the hills, to serve as a meeting or market place, as the outward and visible sign of the new social bond.
This hut represented the homesteads of the city; its hearth and fire, all the hearths and fires; its goddess Vesta all the ties of citizenship conceived as religious obligations ; while the Vestals were an undying family, actually,